
To Tablelands Regional Council
From Re-Charge Kuranda 
C/- S.Aardema
23 Blackmountainroad
Kuranda, 4881
T: 40939838 / 0457129516
E: RechargeKuranda@gmail.com
Visioning a better future for the people of the Tablelands 
and Far North Queensland Region

Recharge Kuranda Response to the Community Plan.
'In response to the obvious challenges to our “business as usual model” in the face of climate change and 
peak oil, communities all over the world are coming together to visualize a future that is sustainable, which 
maintains a good quality of life for all but which reduces the use of fossil fuels and creates community 
resilience at the local level.' 

ReCharge Kuranda would like to express it's appreciation for the efforts, time and dedication that members 
of the TRC and TRC itself has dedicated and already invested in the development of proper and concise TRC 
Community Planning, which will affect and shape the next 20 years of policy and planning implementation 
for the Tablelands Region.

Kuranda believes that the following subject matter requires being attended to(,) and given emphasis in the 
drafting, development and delivery of TRC Community Planning Document(,) and requests that the 
following points are observed, acknowledged as expressed and are taken into consideration as TRC develops 
the TRC Community Planning Draft Document for its Region. Kuranda ReCharge consists of a dedicated 
group of Community Members who will review and respond to communication on behalf of TRC when 
requested or deemed necessary by its members.

The following points form the basis of Kuranda’s Re-Charge desired outcome. These findings are based on 
two in-depth, 5 hour average, ReCharge Kuranda meetings that took place prior to the creation of this 
document and which were organised? after receiving strong encouragement to do so on behalf of TRC 
Members and Councilor.

Sustain-ABILITY i.e. social, cultural, environmental and economic: WELLBEING? for the entire TRC  
district.

 Witnessing, experiencing and awareness of the Climate Changes formulates Kuranda’s focus of:

·       Transportation

·       Peak Oil,

·       Low Carbon diversified economy of/and trade.

·       Strengthening Community Resilience, 

·       Food security

·       Safety of Drinking water,

·       Improvement to our communities health and well-being.

 For a proper and complete Community Plan to be established Re-charge Kuranda acknowledges and 
states that TRC is strongly urged to:

• Have the local Aboriginal tribes recognized as the traditional owners, and their true stories shared 
and written up as part of the TRC community plan as it introduces the history of our Region at the 
start of the document.

• include cultural reconciliation with Aboriginal people. Set up and continue respectful dialogue 
with local indigenous communities and ensure their rights to their knowledge are respected and 
upheld, also create engagement with local indigenous cultural elders and knowledge to discover 
bushfoods and plants from our region which can be grown and eaten, and used for other purposes
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• Acknowledging the need to make the transition to a low carbon economy.

• Ensure we have an effective low-carbon, affordable, public transport system for our Region i.e. 
reintroducing the Rail between Ravenshoe and Cairns.

• Include plans, ways and means to responsibly and carefully diversify and encourage our local 
economy

• strengthen, highlight the local Arts and performances of both indigenous and non indigenous 
artists and performers from Kuranda. 

• Establish, through creative planning and community engagement: community festivals, community 
markets (for locals of our region) enabling community building, local economy strengthening and 
diversification of trade and exchange to be recharged.

• ensure our elderly are cared for in better ways than currently planned. This include more and 
better housing properties, elderly/ aged care, activity and entertainment development for our Elders 
and Elderly groups.

 
Recharge Kuranda knows that active logic and reasonable responses for accommodating 
environmental changes of Climate Change for our Region would be: 

- Generating sufficient resources of renewable electricity for the TRC region. *Given that Mareeba has 
360 days of sun this is more than enough to fund a thermal Solar Farm delivering base load (makes good 
sense). Ensuring that any development must be done in a way that protects environmental values and 
agricultural land. 

 - to name and ensure Tablelands Regional Council area as 'g.m. free zone', ensuring clean, safe harvests 
for our farmers into the future. This would lead the TRC district into an even stronger food growing Region 
interdependent of major corporations and/or countries that have vested interest in GMO practices for the 
goals of market monopolisation.

 - to put in place a comprehensive restoration of natural habitat, chemical-free river and creekside 
regeneration and increase habitat connectivity. 

 - Ensuring Pure drinking Water provision and a high level of water efficiency for the TRC region. 
(renew the 'waterwatch' testing for the Barron and her large catchment area to monitor and stop any 
agricultural land sprays and chemicals currently ending up in the Barron water catchment, and 
therefore in the drinking water and out on the great barrier reef)
- make sure that any development must be done with proper community consultation, and in a way that 
protects environmental and cultural values and agricultural land

- include topics such as safety and security including: food security and economic security through local 
economic diversity as well as reducing our exposure and dependence on the global economy. (strengthening 
our local economy)

- The Community Plan needs to  mention sustainable, restorative farming and/ or organic and 
biodynamic farming  to ensure our 'clean-rivers region' delivers clean drinking water into the future, 
and clean run-off out to the Great Barrier Reef.

 - champion, strengthen and support sustainable horticulture, restorative agricultural practices  and 
protect heritage varieties of seeds whilst placing greater emphasis on local consumption of local produce 
(bolstering local economy and fortifying our farmers) This can be done through underpinning restorative 
farming and business practices such as: http://www.realfoodnetwork.com.au/ and Farmers Coops like the 
Biodynamic Atherton Farmers Coop or local food buying groups.

 - commence dialogue with our regions farmers for alternatives in their farming practices, ie 
organic/biodynamic farming techniques as we enter the peak-phosphate era to ensure food security for our 
Region. 
- The Community Plan needs to highlight sustainable, restorative, organic and biodynamic farming which 
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would 

 - Promote healthy tropical diets based on our locally growing fruit and vegetables through Government 
supported programs like “Taste Paradise”

- Include cultural reconciliation with Aboriginal people.

- Implement - see all green waste separation to be composted and reused as fertile soil as done at Councils 
Mareeba Tip by KingBrown Tech

- By compulsorily using terms such as: traditional owners, biodiversity, eco-tourism, bicycles, reduce, 
reuse, recycle, environment, conservation, renewable,   restorative, Water conservation measures, rain 
water tanks, resilient communities, local food, organic and biodynamic food, trc g.m. free zone, 'clean-
rivers region', innovative, community consultation, TRC fast-tracks these concepts into the mainstream.

- Encourage Council to be using other non-evasive, non-poisonous products for spraying footpaths 
sideways, water catchments and watersheds in TRC Region, eg. use steam systems to kill weeds instead of 
glysophates and other harmfull sprays. There are many reasons to STOP this oil dependent, money costing, 
non-viable, ecosystem damaging practice.

- Learn and draw from the recently delivered EDAP (Energy Descent Action Plan) outline document 
developed by Transition Cairns handed into the CRC for their Community Planning Document (file attached)

 On behalf of all children still growing up in Kuranda and the Tablelands. 

Yours faithfully,

Sjoerd Aardema for
Re-Charge Kuranda and Transition FNQ 

http://www.kingbrowntech.com.au/
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To Cairns Regional Council
From Transition Cairns
C/- J. Millington
7 Moresby Street
Trinity Beach, 4879
40578098

Visioning a better future for the 
people of Cairns by the people of Cairns, 
in partnership with their Council.

Transition Cairns Response to the Community Plan

In response to the obvious challenges to our “business as usual” model in the face of climate change issues and peak oil, 
communities all over the world are coming together to visualize a future that is sustainable, which maintains a good 
quality of life for all but which reduces the use of fossil fuels and carbon emissions, and creates community resilience at 
the local level.

To that end Transition Cairns began its community workshops and consultation process in February 2011, having 
worked towards this possibility since September 2009 when the Far North Queensland Transition Network was 
established and connected to the global network.

This work is modeled on the work of Rob Hopkins in his Energy Descent Action Plan (EDAP) in Kinsale, his later 
work as the Transition Towns initiatives in Totnes, and the work of Transition Sunshine Coast which created the first 
Energy Descent Action Plan in Australia.

The purpose of this work is to increase council’s awareness of the groundswell of peoples’ willingness to look for a 
better way of living while meeting the challenges of oil and climate at the community level. 

Some aspects that we encourage everyone to look at are:  
• Raising awareness of the need for  food security 
• resource shortages,
• safe, non-polluting energy resourcing,
• distribution and transport issues,
• social justice and equity issues
• working in support of the balance of Nature.

Transition Cairns is grateful to the Cairns Regional Council for the opportunity to support their work in preparing this 
region for a challenging future. We wish to present our overarching principles and values, which are becoming evident 
from the community workshops, as a way of informing the Community Plan and pledging our commitment to finalizing 
the Energy Descent Action Plan after thorough discussion and consultation by November 2011. 

What is an Energy Descent Action Plan? 
“Energy Descent” refers to the decrease in our ability to rely on fossil fuels, and was recently  described by Transition 
Initiative co-founder, Rob Hopkins as; “ultimately, about energy ascent – (that is) the re-energising of communities and 
culture – and is the key to our realistically embracing the possibilities of our situation rather than being overwhelmed by 
the challenges.” 

1. It is a community initiated plan to ensure full community participation in reducing the use of fossil fuel and 
carbonised energy and carbonised economies. (The Australain Climate Commission’s Report of 23/05/11 
instructs that we must act such that total carbon in the atmosphere declines from 2015 at the latest).  

2. It is a planning document from the community to its closest level of government that outlines how we can work 
together in managing our significant energy and climate change challenges to bring about social change at the 
community level in unison with government.



How will it support the work of the Regional Council?

1. The EDAP harnesses the “creative genius” of the people in the community to look at issues that involve 
individual households, local communities and the region from a positive perspective of how they wish to shape 
their community in response to the challenges.  

2. It demonstrates a willingness to accept responsibility and asks its council to support affirmative actions.
3. It provides council with a document that  can be used to support their own initiatives and
4. Provides council with leverage when working with other tiers of government in strategic planning.

Following are some of the general (aspirational) positive action statements that may be adopted by individuals, 
households, communities and the region in broad topics with more to be addressed within the detailed consultative 
EDAP processes.

Yours faithfully,

Janet Millington for
Transition Cairns EDAP Committee

ASPIRATIONAL REQUIREMENTS   FOR THE CRC COMMUNITY PLAN 2011-2031  

1.  Food:
We want a community that focuses on re-strengthening our local food supply and the access to locally grown food, 
increasing food quality and sustainable food production practices, while decreasing “food miles”. 

2.  Water:
We want a community that regards our water as a precious resource, is aware of, and supportive of, the individual 
household, commercial, agricultural, and community responsibilities for reducing water consumption, improving 
water quality, collection and storage. We want a council that leads the way and visibly demonstrates best practice 
to its community and visitors regarding water collection, storage, quality and conservation, while providing real 
incentives for local businesses and residents to follow suit. We want our built water conservation systems to 
mitigate flooding and support storm water management.

3.  Energy:
We want  our  region  to  be  leading  the  way  globally  in  reducing  energy  wastages,  energy  consumption  and 
decarbonising the generation of our energy.  We want a community that is an international leader in climate change  
mitigation  and  peak  oil  resilience.  We want  a  community  that  is  using  100% Renewable  Sustainable  Zero-
Emission Energy practices by 2020, and demonstrating greater than 25% locally-responsible atmospheric carbon 
reduction by 2020. We want a council that leads the way and visibly demonstrates best practice to its community 
and visitors, while providing real incentives for local businesses and residents to follow suit.

4. Transport:
Locally, we want a community that designs and adapts;
a) our transport services, 
b) our community infrastructure, and 
c) land use, 
  to reflect the requirements of the community and our transport systems for 100% renewable sustainable 
  zero-emission practices in the face of peak oil and climate change.

5.  Social Justice:
We want a community that respects and empowers its Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people, ensuring they are 
fully informed, consulted and their requirements documented, valued and accommodated within all the CRC’s 
planning and implementation activities.


